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Archons honor Archbishop
Demetrios with 2007
Athenagoras Human Rights
Award

> Continued from page 1

this great Archbishop, you know
it and we know it, too.”

“Archbishop Demetrios”, said
Deputy Secretary Negroponte,
“joins a distinguished group of
honorees as a stalwart man of
faith who has demonstrated ex-
emplarily service to humankind,
as an extraordinary humani-
tarian and advocate of human
rights. ...Your Eminence, we are
indebted to you for your wis-
dom, your deeds and your faith,
please accept my deep congratu-
lations.”

After thanking the Archons and
all guests in attendance, Arch-
bishop Demetrios emphasized
the need for more interreligious
and intercultural dialogues
stating that it is not possible to
deal with human rights without
dialogue.

In his response Archbishop
Demetrios generously thanked
the Archons, the guest speakers
and honored guests on the dais
and reflected on the ideals and
significance of the Athenagoras
Human Rights Award for hu-
man rights and religious free-
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dom. His Eminence emphasized
the need for more interreligious
and intercultural dialogues
stating that it is not possible to
deal with human rights without
dialogue.

Archbishop Demetrios has
responded to numerous national
and international needs and
crises including the Macedo-
nian issue in November 2004,
and specific acts of terrorism,
such as the violence against

the Ecumenical Patriarchate
and the attack on the school in
Beslan, Russia, both in Septem-
ber of 2004. In March of 2005,
Archbishop Demetrios testified
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before the Helsinki Commis-
sion regarding issues of religious
freedom and the function of

the Ecumenical Patriarchate in
Turkey.

Enthroned at the Archdiocesan
Cathedral of the Holy Trinity on
September 18, 1999, Archbishop
Demetrios, the spiritual leader
of 1.5 million Greek Orthodox
Christians in America and Ex-
arch of the Ecumenical Patri-
archate, is the sixth Archbishop
of America since the Greek
Orthodox Archdiocese was
established in 1922.

In the time following his

ARCDONS Of The eCcumeNICAL PATRIARCDATE IN AMWERICA

enthronement, Archbishop
Demetrios has met with clergy
and laity of the Archdiocese in
an intense effort to strengthen
conditions of unity and peace
and to advance the administra-
tive and ecclesiastical stability
of the work of the Church in
America. His Archpastoral mes-
sage has been one that has called
for unity, genuine relationships,
and an ever-increasing commit-
ment to God and to service in
the name of Christ. ®

January-February 2008

Archbishop Demetrios addresses the guests in attendance.

J. Mindala
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Archon delegation conduct meetings with Turkish Government officials in

Ankara
Istanbul, Turkey

n Archon delegation enjoyed an audience
gwith Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew

and discussed in detail the recent appear-
ance of Patriarchal representatives before the
European Court of Human Rights in Stras-

bourg, France, concerning the confiscation of
the Patriarchal orphanage property.

The property was seized by the Turkish govern-
ment on Prinkipos (Buyukada) which consisted
of the largest wooden structure in Europe.

It served as the Patriarchal Orphanage from
1903 to 1964 and is located atop a majestic hill
overlooking the Sea of Marmara. The building
was originally purchased in 1902, prior to the
existence of the modern Republic of Turkey.
The five-member delegation also offered their
recommendations in seeking remedies within
Turkey.

During the Nov. 28, 2007, meeting, Archon
National Commander Anthony J. Limberakis
also reported to His All Holiness on scheduled
Ankara meetings and that the Archons would
raise the mid-November issue of the vandalized
Holy Transfiguration Monastery in Halki. The
Ecumenical Patriarch extended his appreciation
to the Archon delegation for their continuing
efforts.

The congregation, led by Archbishop Dem-
etrios of America and Fr. Alex Karloutsos, also
included Archons Christopher Stratakis and
George Rockas.

The following day, the Archon delegation had
four meetings in Ankara with various Turkish
government officials arranged by United States
Ambassador to Turkey, Ross Wilson and his

staff. In addition, the delegation was accom-
panied by Embassy Control Officer Jeff Collins
and at least one other person from the U.S.
Embassy at each meeting.

At the start of each of the four meetings,
Limberakis raised the issue of the vandalized
Holy Transfiguration Monastery on Halki. He
called for the prosecution of the offenders and
payment of damages. He then offered a descrip-
tion on the lack of religious

is being written and reforms are being passed
and that there is a right to be hopeful about the
future.

In addition to the Archon delegation, U.S. Em-
bassy officials, and Bagis, the meeting attend-
ees also included Melbut Covusoglu, Deputy
for Antalya and Chairman of the Turkish
Delegation to the Parliamentary Assembly of

Click here to continue reading >>

freedom experienced by the
Ecumenical Patriarchate

citing the principle issues of

the ongoing chronic religious
freedom deficit perpetrated

by the government of Turkey,
including their interference in
the election of the Ecumenical
Patriarchate, their refusal to
grant legal personality to the
Ecumenical Patriarchate, the
refusal of the government to
recognize the title “Ecumenical,”
governmental property confisca-

Mr. Egemen Bagis, AK Party Vice Chairman in charge of Foreign Affairs, speaks
with Archon delegation.

tions and the government’s

forcible closure of Halki.

The first meeting was held at
the AK Party Headquarters.
Egemen Bagis, AK Party Vice
Chairman in charge of Foreign
Affairs and member of the Par-
liament for Istanbul, welcomed
the visiting Archon delegation.
After reporting and discuss-
ing on the various issues of
concern, Bagis concluded by
saying that a new constitution

The Archon delegation met with the European Commission Delegation to
Turkey. Mr. Diego Mellado, Head of Political Section, and Sema Kilicer, Political
Officer, Human Rights.
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Archon delegation conduct meetings with Turkish
Government officials in Ankara

Continued from page 1

the Council of Europe; Nursuma Memecan, Member of Parliament; and
Janice Weiner, Political Counselor at the U.S. Embassy.

The next meeting was conducted at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs in
which the Archon delegation was accompanied by U.S. Ambassador
Wilson. Following a report on the vandalization of Christ the Savior
Monastery, Limberakis noted that it has always been problematic for
the Ecumenical Patriarchate to obtain permits. Repeated requests for
permits to renovate properties of the Ecumenical Patriarchate’s churches
and institutions are often ignored by the Turkish authorities. Ambassa-
dor Wilson responded that in civilized democracies, governments do not
engage in destructive acts notwithstanding the lack of permits.

Foreign Ministry Undersecretary Entugrul Apakan responded by saying
that the Ecumenical Patriarch is a “friend of Turkey,” that the intention
of the government is not “to limit him” and that the government wants
the “Patriarchate” to remain in Turkey. He further said that the govern-
ment “wants to be a liberal and democratic country” and “will look at all
issues regarding the Patriarchate.”

In addition to the Archon delegation, U.S. Embassy officials, and Apakan,
the meeting attendees also included Berki Dibek, Ambassador, Director
General for Bilateral Political Affairs, and Haydar Berk, Ambassador,
Deputy Undersecretary.

The third meeting took place with the European Commission Delegation
to Turkey. Diego Mellado, Head of Political Section, and Sema Kilicer,
Political Officer, Human Rights. After reporting and discussing on the
various issues of concern, Mellado said that freedom of religion figures
prominently in the accession process for Turkey, referencing to the No-
vember European Union report.

He said that a new law on foundations is now before Parliament that ad-
dresses some, but not all, the problems relating to property. He said that
once the new law is approved, the EU will look into implementation and
what happened to properties seized years ago.

Mellano emphasized that it is important to draw public attention to hu-
man rights violations such as property confiscations. He said that going
forward, the Archons should keep the EU informed of the Patriarchate’s

OROER Of SAINT ANOREW The aApoSsTle,
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problems.

The final meeting between took place at the Directorate of Religious Af-
fairs with its Vice President, Izzet Er. Following the introductory briefing
by Limberakis on the vandalism of Christ the Savior Monastery, Er cited
other examples of vandalism to Turkish mosques in neighboring coun-
tries indicating that vandalism problems are not unique to Turkey. He
stressed the parties should maintain dialogue and with dialogue, problems
will be solved.

At the end of the day, the Archon delegation briefed Ambassador Wilson
at the U.S. Embassy on the various meetings. When asked what else the
Archons could do to enhance religious freedom on behalf of the Ecumeni-
cal Patriarchate, the ambassador stated “keep doing what you are doing,
monitor developments in Turkey and the EU and continue to advocate on
behalf of the Ecumenical Patriarchate with the Turkish govern-ment.”

From left to right: Christopher Stratakis; US Ambassador Ross Wilson; Mr.
Entugrul Apakan, Turkish Minister of Foreign Affairs; Dr. Limberakis; and George
Rockas.

On November 27, 2007, the Archon delegation met with the Directorate of
Religious Affairs Vice President, Izzet Er.
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A discussion was held between the Archon delegation and the Deputy Governor of Istanbul, Fikeret Kasapoglu.

Archon Delegation meets with authorities in Istanbul, protesting vandalism

of monastery in Halki
Istanbul, Turkey

Turkish government official has ac-

knowledged that recent acts of vandal-

ism to Holy Transfiguration Monas-
tery in Halki were unprovoked and illegal.

In a meeting with a delegation of Archons,
Fikeret Kasapoglu, the Deputy Governor of
Istanbul for Religious Minorities, said the
actions of eight forestry officials in vandal-
izing the monastery were unprovoked and
indeed illegal.

Meeting with Mr. Kasapoglu were Archon
National Commander Dr. Anthony J. Lim-
berakis, Archon Legal Committee Chairman
Christopher Stratakis and Archon Litigation
Subcommittee Chairman George Rockas.

Also in attendance was William M. Coleman
1V, the Vice Consul of the United States in
Istanbul. The meeting was held on Nov. 30,
2007, at offices of the Governor of Istanbul.
In the presence of the Archon Delegation,
Mr. Kasapoglu telephoned Melvut Kurban,
Governor of the Princes’ Islands under
whose jurisdiction is Halki, who, according
to Kasapoglu, stated the following:

1. The Ecumenical Patriarchate had the nec-
essary permits and permissions to perform
the renovation work on the monastery and
the structure was not on land under the
control of the Ministry of Forestry.

2. The acts of the Forestry officials were not

approved by the Ministry and were conduct-
ed outside their official duties; and

3. The officers involved apologized for their
actions and were “removed” from the area.

He also informed the delegation that Kurban
said that he would address the issues of
repair and paying for the damages.

Following the meeting with Kasapoglu,

the delegation returned to the Ecumenical
Patriarchate for consultations and reported
on the meetings in Ankara and with Deputy
Governor Kasapoglu.
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